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Every moment, around the world, 
people leave their countries in 
search of a safer or better life. 
Globally, more than 214 million 
people are on the move. Many flee 
difficult conditions only to face 
even greater struggles, including 
human rights violations, poverty 
and discrimination. But these 
migrants have more than fear and 
uncertainty; they also possess 
hopes, courage and the 
resolve to build a better life. 
With the right support, they can 
contribute to society’s progress. 

Message by UN Secretary-General on 
International Migrants Day, 18 December 
2012
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